Ještěd

The History
of the Buildings on Ještěd
The fi rst construction on the Ještěd Ridge was a stone cross, which was erected
in 1737 and endured many strong winds and storms until 1812. Afterwards, more
crosses were erected in a similar manner on top of Ještěd.
Tourism began to quickly develop around the mid-19th century and more and
more people came to Ještěd on their trips. The fi rst station with refreshments
was set up at the top of the mountain in 1844 by the Hasler family. In 1850, the
couple built a cottage where visitors could sleep overnight in addition to the
already established refreshments service. The cottage was rebuilt 18 years later
partially using stone. It would be called Rohan’s Cottage. The increased interest
of tourists resulted in the construction of the fi rst lookout tower, which was built
in 1876. The 5-metre-high wooden lookout tower stood at the top of Ještěd until
1889, when it was replaced by a new 8-metre-high lookout tower with an
octagonal structure and a platform that could accommodate 20 persons. The
new lookout tower stood until 1902.
The foundation stone for the construction of the fi rst mountain hotel on Ještěd
was laid on June 27, 1906. The building, which was designed and implemented by
the architect Ernst Schäfer, who originated from Liberec, was inaugurated on
January 13, 1907. The massive stone building with a lookout tower offered
guests 23 rooms and dormitory-style accommodation for 50 more people in
addition to a common room with a large porch. This unique construction was
destroyed on January 31, 1963 by fi re, which started when the pipes were being
thawed.
Rohan’s Cottage burned down a year later, which marks the beginning of the
modern history of buildings on top of Ještěd.

Ještěd mountain hotel
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Construction of the 20th Century
in the Czech Republic
The Ještěd mountain hotel and transmitter is one of the most unique sights in the
Czech Republic. The foundation stone of the building, which is a combination of
mountain hotel, restaurant and television transmitter, was laid on 30 July 1966.
Its unusual construction and mountain weather conditions required unusual
building construction techniques. Its creators had to resolve many problems of
not only a static and dynamic nature in the structure of the building but also with
its technology, manufacture and testing of structural elements, some of which
were being used in practice for the very fi rst time.
Karel Hubáček – Chief Architect / Otakar Binar – interiors / Zdeněk Partman and
Zdeněk Zachař – statics / Josef Partman and Václav Bůžek – building construction / Slávek Zrůst – electrical / Otta Valouch – air-conditioning / Pozemní stavby
Liberec – general contractor
The unique shape of the building, which is eye-catching, is in professional jargon
called a rotational hyperboloid. This shape perfectly extends the top of the
mountain and so it does not interfere with the landscape. From the heel to the tip
of the antenna, the building measures 91 m and has 10 fl oors. The two lowest fl
oors accommodate the engine room, technical equipment and the operating
room. The fl oor above has the observation terrace, the buffet, the restaurant with
a café, and the fourth and fi fth fl oors belong to the hotel itself. The four topmost
fl oors serve to accommodate the connection technology and a 17 m tall antenna
stands on the top of the building.
The building was inaugurated on 21 September 1973. The architectural design,
created by the architect doc. Ing. Arch. Karel Hubáček, dr. h. c., is the only Czech
design in the history of the Czech Republic to win the prestigious Perret Prize of
the International Union of Architects. The prize was awarded in 1969. The
building was announced the Construction of the 20th Century in the Czech
Republic in 2000 and was declared a national monument in 2006.
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Ještěd
Transmitter
The fi rst signal was transmitted from Ještěd on July 1, 1958. The transmitter was
owned by the Liberec radio club, Svazam. A year later, Správa dálkových kabelů
took over the transmitter and started regular transmissions. Three years later, the
amateur transmitter was replaced by a device produced in the Soviet Union. Radio
broadcasts on the VHF frequency started on May 1, 1971 and television
broadcasts of Channel 1 of Czechoslovak television started on May 3, 1971.
Broadcast of Channel 2 of Czechoslovak television was added on September 21,
1973. After 1989 the channels changed into ČT1 and ČT2, and public and
commercial television stations as well as broadcasts of Czech Radio and some
private operators were added. In 2009, the antenna systems were changed, with
the help of a helicopter, for those that allowed digital broadcasting. The analogue
signal on Ještěd was gradually turned off in the years 2009–2011. Multiplex 1, 2
and 3 currently broadcast from Ještěd. The transmitter has a horizontal polarization with an output of 50 kW for Multiplex 1 and 2 and 20 kW for Multiplex 3.
Apart from television and radio broadcasts, Ještěd is also an important point for
microwave and optical transmissions and provides the wireless connection WS
WiMAX service. It serves as a base for mobile network operators.
The Ještěd transmitter was used during the invasion of the Warsaw Pact army for
provisional broadcasts of Svobodné studio Sever, and on August 25–27, 1968
even the actor Jan Tříska and later president Václav Havel spoke from here.
Nowadays, there is a commemoration sign standing in its place.
Since 2000, the owner of the Ještěd transmitter has been České Radiokomunikace a.s.
Detailed information is available at: www.radiokomunikace.cz
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Construction of the 20th Century
in the Czech Republic
Hotel Ještěd was opened on 9 July 1973. Its original interior, which was built to
order, was designed by the architect Otakar Binar. The drinking and dining
glassware sets, fabrics and accessories were made according to designs by Karl
Wünsche. The interior is decorated with sculptures by Stanislav Libenský and
Jaroslava Brychtová and tapestries by Vladimír Křečan, the entry door and the
walls of the reception are covered with hammered plates by Miloš Koška. To this
day, all the original works of art by these valued artists remain in the building and
thanks to the sponsors and to the work of the Association Ještěd 73, the original
furniture is gradually being returned as well.

Restaurant
The hotel restaurant serves Czech and international cuisine and a variety of
wines. In addition to the restaurant, Ještěd also offers a café, a lounge and
a bar. All the rooms are connected and offer views to all sides. The premises
are suitable for social events, company celebrations and wedding ceremonies
and receptions.

Hotel
The hotel has a capacity of 19 rooms with unique views. Ještěd has its own
charm in any weather, and visitors often liken their stay in the hotel to the
atmosphere of a spacecraft. The categories in which the rooms are offered are
Comfort class and Tourist Economy Class.
Detailed information about Ješted hotel and restaurant can be found at:
www.jested.cz or on the website of the Association, which is seeking to return to
the original furnishings www.jested73.cz
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Ještěd Sports Resort
The Ještěd resort offers sports entertainment in all seasons. The
resort is easily accessible by car as well as by public transport; it is
possible to reach it by tram (no. 3 – Horní Hanychov) directly from the
city centre. There is a car park with a capacity of 600 vehicles ready
for visitors.

Summer
In summer, you can set off for the top of Mt. Ještěd (1,012 m) along
marked tourist routes. On the way down it is possible to go across the
Černý vrch, Skalka and Pláně slopes and get to the Rašovka lookout
tower or to the Panský lom quarry, which is a nature monument. In the
surrounding area of Roztání village visitors can learn at several stops
of an educational trail about the history of the Podještědí area and
about the life of the famous Czech writer, Karolína Světlá. Trips on the
Ještěd ridge can be taken on bicycles and scooters which are
available at local rentals. Both can be transported up by the cable car
or Skalka chair lift, and then you can set off on a trip along marked
routes, mostly forest and gravel paths, around Mt. Ještěd, for
example, to Kryštofovo Údolí village or to the source of the Ploučnice
River in Janův Důl. On a downhill bike it is possible to ride down the
maintained slopes or to try the Bike Park.

Winter
The modern ski resort at an elevation of 540–1,012 m above sea level
is equipped with two four-seat chairlifts, one two-seat chairlift, six
tow lifts and a cable car. Apart from the 10.5 km of downhill ski
slopes it is also possible to use a snowpark of European standard
which is suitable for beginners and advanced users. Artifi cial snow
can be used on up to 85 % of the total length of runs. In the resort,
there are several ski equipment and snowboard hire shops, a ski and
snowboard school for children and adults, and a testing centre.
More information at www.skijested.cz

Milan Drahoňovský

Cable Car
Lower station:
Upper station:
Length of the route:
Difference in altitude:
Duration of the ride:
Capacity:

Horní Hanychov, 595 m above sea level
Ještěd, 995 m above sea level
1,188 m
400 m
4 minutes
1,050 persons per hour (both directions)

The cable car up Mt. Ještěd started to operate on June 27, 1933. It
was constructed by the František Wiesner company from Chrudim
(later called Transporta) as the historically second cable car in
Bohemia. Originally, the supporting cables were placed on 20 m and
26 m tall riveted columns. In the years 1971–75 a complete refurbishment of the cable car took place and the inclined track was prolonged
to the current 1,188 metres with a difference in altitude of 400 metres
and two columns were replaced by one 30 metres tall. At the same
time, the speed and the main motor output were doubled. The
carrying cables were changed in 2011. Two fi rmly attached cabins
with a capacity of 35 persons ride on the track and the cable car’s
speed is 0.5–10 m/s. The route has a 36 % incline and at the largest
incline even reaches 56 %.
The cable car is owned and operated by České dráhy a.s, Czech
Railways. The cable car to Mt. Ještěd operates daily all year round; it
sets off at regular intervals according to the timetable of ČD railways
(www. cd.cz). The cable car can be used to transport bicycles,
pushchairs and animals. Passengers who show a Euro-Nisa-Ticket
are transported for free.
Detailed information about the cable car is available at:
www.cd.cz or on tel.: 485 104 287
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Černý Vrch 944 m
Skalka 896 m

Ještěd 1 012 m
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